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photosynthetic fungi in tropical rainforest plant communities. The extent to which foliar damage
during the early stages of seedling establishment in rainforest communities is caused by fungus-
mediated interactions is poorly known. We examined the nature, and spatial extent, of seedling
damage caused by the fungal hyphomycete Lasiodiplodia theobromae, which is well known to

cause foliar damage to palms, as a proxy for fungal damage to other plant species. In a
15-month study period in an experimental plot in Puerto Rico, we recorded a higher incidence of
fungal damage (estimated from observed foliar damage) in seedling communities than in mature

tree communities. Fungal damage to seedlings was not correlated with the degree of
competition between the seedlings. The influence of L. theobromae on the pattern of seedling
damage differed among plant species. It was most evident in species of Fabaceae, Rubiaceae,

and Annonaceae. We estimate that fungal damage probably accounts for half of the annual
seedling recruitment in the most common species
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